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THE  ST'VTE  CO-^ORDimTOR^  S MESSACrE 


The  fanners  throughout,  the  Korth'  ' ^ 

Carolina  Piedmont  have  been  quick  to  realize 
the  importance  of  the  use  of  iEiproved  farming 
methods  and  a large  percentage  of  them  are  now 
employing  these  practices  in  the  operatic,  of 
their  farms* 

As  every  one  knows,  the  farmer  holds  v 

within  the  “hollovr  of  his  hand^^  the  fate  of 
the  ilation;  that  the  rich  soils  must  be  conser- 
ved if  this  republic  is  to  live.  The  farmer 
knows  that  he  must  not  only  feed  and  clothe  him- 
self from  the  prodi:!ction  of  the  soil,  but  that  he  - 
must  also  produce  sufficient  food  and  other  neces- 
sities to  supply  the  wants  of  his  city  neighbors. 

He  also  knovfs  that  this  production  cannot  be 
realized  from  poor,  eroded  and  impoverished  soils. 
Therefore,  it  is  to  his  best  interest  to  employ 
every  possible  means  to  conserve  the  soil  and 
maintain  its  fertility.  To  this  end,  the  ma^-jority 
of  the  farmers  in  the  Piedmont  region  are  wori'ing 
too ay . 

Effective  erosion  control  and  soil  improve- 
ment prorrams  are  being  worked  out  for  the  purpose 
of  conserving  and  enriching  the  soils,  and  as  a 
rresnlt  of  these  practices,  increased  yields  are 
being  realize':,’  which  in  turn,  mean  better  living 
conditions,  more  money  in  the  pocket  of  the  farmer, 
and  an  improvement  in  the  physical  appearance  of 
the  farm. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  comuaendation 
of  the  good  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  f'iedmont||> 
farmers.  They  hax^e  attached  the  problem  of  erosion 
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control  with  true  Spartan  courage  and  a great 
deal  of  progress'’ has  been  made  in  this  work. 

Most  of  the  farmers  are  not  confining 
themselves  to  any  one  oarticular  method  of 
attack,  but  are  emploj'ing  a well  co-’Ordinated 
system  of  erosion  control  which  em*: races  strip 
cropping,  contour  tillage,  crop  rotation,  ter*- 
racing,  land  retirement,  woodland  improvement 
and  wildlife  development,  '•^'his  is  very 
encouraging,  since,  after- all,  the  farmer  is 
the  key  man  in  the  actual  development  of  a 
system  of  proper  land  cultivation.  I'he  Gov- 
ernment might  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and 
employ  an  amy  o-.  men  in  every  locality  in 
the  country,  in  an  eliort  to  combat  erosion 
and  to  improve  farming  conditions,  but  with- 
out the  willing  co-operation  of  the  farmers, 
the  pro^iect  ?/ould  end  in  dismal  failure. 
Therefore,  the  responsibility  of  erosion  con- 
trol and  l '.nd  impro-^ement  rests  sqfarely 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  tillers  of  the  soili 
and  the  farmers  in  the  north  C:-rolina  Piedmont 
are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  whole  hearted 
mariiiei  in  which  they  are  lending  themselves 
to  this  important  work. 


J.  H.  GTALLlIIGb 
State  Co-ordinator . 
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GISS  HISTORY  OF  DOA.K  FINCH  TARM 

The  farm  of  Doak  Pinch,  in  Randolph 
County,  North  Carolina,  vrrj  one  of  the  most 
severely  eroded  farms  in  the  High  Point  carap 
area.  The  princioal  soils  are  Helena  and 
Wilkes.  The  slopes  are  B,  0 and  D -with  the 
C slone  predominating,  with  a greater  acreage 
of  D than  B slope.  The  farm  consists  of  220 
acres,  with  112  acres  in  open  cultivation, 

ICl  acres  in  forest  and^  6 acres  in  native 
pasture. , 

When  making  an  inspection  of  this  faim, 
prior  to  writing  the  a^^rooment,  the  past  .re 
was  given  first  ronsidoration*  R part  of  this 
area  vras  covered  Y:ith  pine  woods.  The  open 
half  lay  on  the  D slope  and  in  places,  was 
badly  eroded.  Mr.  Pinch  agreed  to  retire  this 
field  and  seed  it  to  a permanent  pasture  mix- 
ture. The  ba.ro  and  ^Jroded  spots  yigto  to  bo 
mulched  with  pine  boughs  and  the  field  pro- 
tected from  ••raz^  vg  imtil  a good  sod  had  been 
established.  The  G-ovornment  agreed  to  furnish 
200  pounds  of  pasture  mixture,  Ydiilo  the  co- 
operator  fe'rnished  5 tons  of  lime  and  2 tons  of 

fertilizer,  •‘•his  part  of  the  agreement 
has  been  carried  out. 

a cropping  plan  Y/as  then  worked  out  for 
the  farm,  Yrhereby  all  D slonos  and  some  of 
the  most  scvoroly  eroded  C slopes  were  to  be 
retired.  On  this  basis,  3 acres  Yrere  retired 
to  Yrildlife  doY^'etopment , 29  acres  to  hay  and 
19  acres  to  trees,  making  a total  of  51  acres 
retired  from  cultivation.  This  Y/ork  has  been 
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completed  Y^ith  the  exception  of  a small  section 
yet  to  bo  retired  to  hay. 

The  romainin  6C  acres  of  cultivated  land 
arc  to  bo  oontoar  tilled  on  a J-yoar  rotation 
plan.  This  prop;ram  calls  for  approximatoly  I3 
acres  in  ryo^  I3  acres  in  corn,  8 acres  in 
tobacco  n-ith  2 acres  in  truck  and  2l|.  acres  in 
Icspedeza  each  year.  A field  of  21  acres  has 
been  strip  cropped  on  a throe  yee^r  rotation  plan, 
with  approxiraatoly  7 acres  in  corn  each  year, 
folloY/od  by  small  grain  and  lospedeza. 

Very  little  terracing  has  been  done,  duo 
to  the  fact  that  both  Helena  and  hi Ikes  soils 
are  very  orodiblo  and  do  not  lone,  themselves  well 
to  this  pai’ticular  type  of  erosion  control.  One 
field  of  7 acres,  sit’mtod  on  a C slope  has  boon 
terraced,  and  6 fields  containing  a total  of  30 
acres  v;ere  top  terraced.  Outlet  ditches  and 
channels  have  boon  '^•uilt  at  all  terrace  ends. 
Three  acres  have  been  planted  to  vinos  and  shrubs 
and  retired  for  ’rfildlifo-  dovolopnent . 

Hr.  Finch  is  more  than  pleased  with  his 
improved  fenming  methods,  and  stated  that  by 
the  pract' ce  of  crop  rotation,  strip  cropping 
and  land  retirement,  erosion  on  his  fi.rm  has 
been  reduced  to  a min -enun,  thereby  very 
materia'!  ly  increasing  the  value  of  the  land. 

The  tenant  also  stated  that  the  program  has 
given  him  two  money  crops  - tob.:.cc^o  and  hay  - 
each  year,  and  that  two  cash  crops  provide  the 
farmer  T/i’h  a groat  deal  more  security  than  a 
single  crop. 


C:\SS  HISTORY  or  J.  CLAUDE  MEMBER  FAiai 

A good  soil  conservation  program  is  bein 
carried  out  on  the  322~acr0  farm  of  J.  Claude 
Barber,  in  Rowan  Counts,  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
Barber  is  a progressive  farmer  and  has  always 
been  interested  in  the  improvement  of  general 
farming  practices,  beccjiie  a coooerator  with 
the  >^oil  Conservation  Service  on  September  JO, 
19355  cooperation  with  the  Service  has 

v\ror^’ed  out  a complete  soil  conservation  program 
for  his  fairni. 

The  soil  types  of  this  farm  are  prin- 
cipally Meckelnburg,  Cecil  and  Iredell.  Prior 
to  the  bCS  agreement,  a considerable  amount  of 
terracing  had  been  dome,  and  contour  • illago 
Y/as  being  practiced,  but  there  was  no  strip 
crop 'ing  and  no  dei  lnite  rotation  planned  to 
exceed  a year  at  a time.  Now,  however,  a 
definite  rotation  system  is  oinr  carried  out, 
consisting  of  corn  or  ^ otton,  small  grain  o^nd 
lespedeza.  in  a J-year  rotation*  There  arc 
approximately  I70  acres  under  cultivation,  69 
acres  of  i¥hi^-*h  are  to  be  tern^-ced  and  57  acres 
strip  cropped.  THto  acres  have  been  retired  to 
trees,  7 acres  seeded  to  permanent  pasture  : 
mixture,  1:^-  acres  retired  to  wildlife,  and  1 
acTj  has  been  retired  to  permanent  hay.  A 
timber  stand  improvement  -demonstration  has  been 
established  on  10  acres,  and  an  additional  10 
acres  have  been  spot  planted.  The  greater  part 
of  this  T/ork  ho.s  already  been  completed. 

Hr.  Barber  maintaine  . a herd  of  3^1  dairy 
cattle,  and  more  than  1(0  acres  of  lespedeza  and 
other  legumes  a:.  0 being  grorai.  These  provide 
supplementary  pasture  and  hay  and  are  soil  con- 
soT^rxn  \ crops . 


Mr*  Barber  stated  that  strip  cropning, 
contour  tillage  and  terracing  have  greatly 
reduced  erosion  on  his  farm,  and  has  asked 
that  additional  fields  be  surveyed  for  broad 
strips.  realize  the  value  of  this  mothcd 

of  farming,'*  he  said,  "and  am  glad  to  co- 
operate in  the  establishment  of  all  phases 
of  thoisoil  conservation  program.** 

In  addition  to  hay  mixture  and  tree 
seedlin'TS  supplied  by  the , Government , the  co- 
oporator  furnished. manure  and  mulch  for  a moadov 
strip,  and  the  necessary  mulch  for  2 acres 
retired  to  trees. 

Mr.  Barber  ovnis  another  farm  of  175 
acres  in  this  same  locality  on  ^.'^rhich  a siailar 
program  is  being  v/or^'od. 


TTILDLIFE  iJn)  EROSIOK  CONTROL 

b'ildlifo  protection  uid  development 
should  be  made  a part  of  every  farm  program. 
Planting  terrace  outlets,  ditch  banks,  gullies 
and  other  badlj^  eroded  areas  Y^ri’rh  suitable 
cover  requires  very  little  additional  effort, 
in  the  major  operations  of  erosion  control. 

Those  improvements  together  with  good  management 
of  foncG  rcjivs,  hedges  and  odd  corners  of  fields, 
v/ill  make  the  entire  area  a veritable  haven 
for  game,  song  and  insectivorous  birds. 
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HISTORY  or  7^.  N.  TAYL^TR  IAK.. 

'^You  felloY/s  hav?  helpod  mo  speed  up  a 
program  that  I had  wlready  started,'*  said 
P.  h.  Taylor  of  Viliite  Plains,  ourry  County, 

North  Carolina,  in  speaking  of  the  Soil  Con- 
servation Service  and  the  v'ork  done,  by  the 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps.  I'he  faxm  program 
that  is  being  worked  out  on  the  Taylor  farm  is 
typical  of  the  .ai  roement  s nv/  in  effect  through- 
out the  North  Carolina  Piedmont* 

Yt  the  time  the  agreement  vns  signed  - 
October  31?  1935  “ Taylor  had  approxiirmtely 

123  ar*j  es  under  culti*^^ation,  with  acres  of 
protected  forest,  29  acres  of  improved  pasture 
and  12  acres  abandoned.  Ho  was  growing  ap- 
proximately [4.0  acr  /S  of  small  grain  each  year, 
and  also  30  acres  of  tobacco,  to  1|0  acres 
of  A aVn^rC’ 35  ^^cres  of  le^g^mes• 

Prior  to  boconing  a cooperator,  Mr. 

Taylor  was  practicing,  in  a limited  vwiy,  some 
improved  methods  of  farming.  He  is  now,  hov'/- 
ever,  ma.king  a.  special  effort  to  carry  out  the 
plans  Gird  o died  in  his  agreoment.  he  has  reduced 
his  tobacco  crop  from  30  to  25  acres.  Proper 
rotation  is  being  nracticed  on  55  acres,  18 
acres,  of  Yihioh  are  to  be  strip  cropped;  and  all 
tillable  ::  land  is  now  cultivated  on  the  contour. 
Corn  is  gro’-m  continuously  on  the  crook  bottoms, 
and  durinp-'  the- past  season,  there,  vras  a good 
stand  of  crimson  clover  grown  on  a field  frvom 
Ydiich  silage  corn- ha  ■ been  removed. 

In  an  effort  to  aid  in  the  control  of 
erosion  and  to  provide  a su.fficiont  supply  of 
fence  posts  and  wood  for  curing  his  tobacco, 

35  acres  are  now  under  forest  m.anageiiiont , An 
‘ \dditional  5 acres  have  been  plmitcd  to  pine 
and  black  locust  for  1 oplaconont  purposes. 


Kr.  Taylor  vras  ono  of  the  first  farmers 
in  the  area  mOvko  uso  of  the  Surry  County 
terracing  unit*  Ho  omployod  it  for  approxi- 
mately 60  hou.rs  terracing,  besides  having  some 
subsoiling  done  in  a pasture.  The  r.amp  oiigi- 
noors  did  the  staking  for  both  jobs.  After 
each  hoavj^  rain  Mr.  Taylor  sends  his  tenants 
over  the  farm  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
terraces  and  ro'  air  an2r  broken  plo.ces. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  gladly  borne  his  share  of 
the  expenses  involved  in  working  out  his  farm 
progrojiio  In  addition  to  tree  seedlings,  hay 
and  gully  mixture  supplied  by  the  Gevorrmont , 
he  has  furnished  brush,  strav/  and  manure  for 
mulching,  and  logs  for  check  dams  in  gullies; 
lino  and  fertilizer  for  his  fields,  together 
Yfith  cement  vrith  "ehich  to  build  structure's  i^t 
torraco  ends;  I{.0  foot  of  12-inch  terra  cotta 
tile  for  culverts,  and  the  necossarj'  rock,  sand 
and  sod  for  the  building  of  those  structures. 
And  by  constant  attention,  these  inprovement s 
are  kept  un  to  a maxinuia  porcontage  of  useful- 
ness. 

A meadow  strip  on  the  Taylor  fane  is 
still  holaing,  in  spite,  of  the  heae^  January 
rains,  as  a:  e the  wire  basket,  log  and  brush 
dams  built  at  various  places  on  th*.:  farm. 

Mro  Tayl'.r  maintains  a herd  of  2I4.  dairy 
coT/s  and  approxinatoly  I4.5  ^^cros  of  lespodeza 
and  other  leguracs  are  grown  ho±}^  for  pasture 
and  hay. 

ITildlifo  development  and  gully  control 
arc  other  important  factors  in  the  Taylor 
farm  program,  and  25OO  coralborry  plants  have 
been  sot  in  gullies,  which  serve  the  dual 
^ purpose  of  furnishing  bird  food  and  cover,  and 
of  aiding  in  the  control  of  erosion. 
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CASE  HISTORY  OF  C>  W ^OTEK  FiHM 

Yi*  C.  ITooten  of  near  State svi  11  is  ^ 

another  of  the  many  progressive  farmers  in  the 
Forth  Jarolina  Piedmont,  ovms  a farm  of 

262  acres  on  Trhioh  the  soil  types  are  Cecil 
and  ivavidson^  with  the  Cecil  type  predcminat *• 
ing. 

-.  r.  ^vooten  ha.s  r approxiimately  l60  acres 
r.n  ier  cnltivation,  on  the  f:reater  part  of 
which  a rotation  has  been  esta'-'-lished, 

consisting  of  corn  or.  cotton,  small  grain  and 
lespedeza.  Approximately*  120  acres  have  been 
terra  ed,  25  .acres  of  which  are  strip  cr  •p''ed. 

The  terraces  vrere  staked  by  the  local  caiiip 
engineer^y  and  built  by  the  Iredell  County  ooil 
Conservation  Association  terracing  unit, 

A number  of  the  terraces  empty  into 
the  w ods,  and  outlet  channels  and  ditches 
have  been  constr  -cted  at  all  terrace  ends. 

One  masonry  flume  and  three  Bor-muda  sod  o^'t- 
lets  were  built,  A part  of  the  cement  and 
sod  Y/ere  furnished  by  the  cooperator,  and  the 
Bermuda  grass  seed  a/as  furnished  by  the  camp* 
mr,  aooten  is  very  much  p:ea.sed  v/ith  both 
types  of  channel,  but  thinks  that  a -’ood 
Benauda  sod  outlet  is  just  as  satisfactory 
a s ma  s onry  for  wra  t e rvray  s , he  ha  s imp  roved 
eight  acres  of  pasture  and  three  acres  of  land 
have  been  retired  for  a soil  improvement 
deiTiOnstration,  on  Yvhich  the  cooperator  fur- 
nished 900  pounds  of  fertilizer  and  the  camp 
supplied  105  pounds  of-  soil  improvement 
mixture,  * • . ^ 
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i-orest  managoment  and  ^rildlife  development 
are  iriportant  factors..  In . the.  Wooten  farm  program^ 
^Approximately  Uj  acres  are  in  protected  woodland, 
^ibout  5 CLcres  have  teen  spot  planted  to  trees. 

Vines  and  shrubs  have  been  set  on  the  gullied  areas 
of  this  ;SicrQ  tract  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
the  gullies  and  to  provide  food  and  cover  for 
v/ildlife. 


THh  or  FROST  ACflOh  . ^ ' 

The  upward  heaving  of  frost  action  which 
may  be  soon  on  any  cold  winter  morning  on  road 
banivs,  gullies  and  other  places  where  the  soil 
does  not  have  a sufficient  cover,  is  one  of  tlr^o 
most  destructive  agoncios  of  our  soil.  It  is 
not  at  all  uncoiTimon  to  find  particles  of  soil 
lifted  upwo.rd  by  the  ice  to  a height  of  four  to 
six  inches,  in  the  early  morning.  Later  in 'the 
day,  vdien  the  sun  rises  and  the  earth  beginc  to 
thaw  and  melt  the  ice,  those  soil  particles  fall 
bac]'  upon  the  firmer  soil  bclov/.  On  embankments 
and  stoop  slopes,  v/hen  the  icc  threads  molt,  the 
soil  v/ashes  down  and  collocts  at  tho  bottom  of  the 
banl-TS  • 

Unless  such  places  that  are  susceptible 
to  frost  action  are  nrotoctod,  they  will  soon 
lose  their  a ricultural_  r?.iid  ' scenic  value.  Some 
form  of  vegetative  cover  should  be  provided  for 
the  protection  of  those  spots.  The  most  per- 
manent practical  protection  against  this  erosion 
menacG,  is  the  establishment  of  a vegetative 
Trover -of  1g  waos,  vinos  or  shrubs,  rrith  a pro- 
tective riulch  of  wood  litter 


-10- 


)' 


i 


